TOWN COUNCIL WORKSHOP

Irmo Municipal Building
7300 Woodrow Street, Irmo, SC 29063

July 1, 2025 @ 6:00 PM

AGENDA

I. Call to Order

II. Discussion Items

A.

B
C.
D

F.

Presentation by Dave Detweiler concerning the Town Hall project (Staff).
Discussion of a Hate & Intimidation Ordinance (Coleman).
Discussion on misters/sprinklers in Moore Park (Coleman).

Discussion of a committee for Irmo residents who do not live within Town
Limits (Coleman).

Discussion on informal group dinners with officials from neighboring
municipalities (Coleman).

Discussion of a periodic residential newsletter (Waldman).

III. Open Discussion

IV. Adjournment

In accordance with the requirements of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), the
Town of Irmo will not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities based on disability in its
services, programs, or activities. If you need accommodation to attend the meeting, please contact the

Town Administrator or Municipal Clerk for assistance at (803)781-7050, M-F between the hours of 8:30 —

5:00 (closed most Federal and State Holidays).
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Staff Report
Discussion of a Hate & Intimidation Ordinance (Coleman).

DATES: July 1, 2025
TO: Town Council
FROM: Doug Polen
SUBJECT:

ACTION
REQUESTED:

Background

Analysis

Attached are the ordinance that Cayce passed in 2024 as well as its accompanying
staff report.

Staff Findings

Attachments

1. White Paper - Hate Intimidation_FINAL
2. Ordinance - Hate Intimidation) FINAL
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Memorandum

To: Mayor and Council

From: Tracy Hegler, City Manager

Date: May 7, 2024

Subject: Ordinance Entitled “Hate Intimidation”
Issue

City Council’s approval is needed to amend the City’s Code of Ordinances to add section 28-27 entitled
“Hate Intimidation.”

Discussion

Currently, the State of South Carolina does not have a state law prohibiting the commission of a crime for
the sole purpose of their race, color, creeds, religions, ancestries, sexual orientation, gender, gender
identities, physical and mental disabilities, and or national origins.

The City of Cayce desires to enact a new section of its Code of Ordinances in order to protect its residents
and visitors and deter crimes motivated by bias or hate towards any persons or persons, in whole or in
part, because of the actual or perceived race, color, creed, religion, ancestry, sexual orientation, gender,
gender identity, physical or mental disability, or national origin of any person, and provide separate
appropriate penalties in addition to the punishment for the underlying violation of the ordinances of the
City.

Recommendation

Staff recommends City Council approve first reading of an amendment of the code of ordinances to add
section 28-17 entitled “Hate Intimidation”.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ORDINANCE 2024-04

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CITY
CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ADD
SECTION 28-27 ENTITLED “HATE
INTIMIDATION”

CITY OF CAYCE

N ' ' s

WHEREAS, the residents and visitors of the City of Cayce are a diverse collection
of individuals representing a multitude of races, colors, creeds, religions, ancestries,
sexual orientations, genders, gender identities, physical and mental disabilities, and
national origins; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cayce values and wishes to protect its residents and
visitors irrespective of their race, color, creed, religion, ancestry, sexual orientation,
gender, gender identity, physical or mental disability, or national origin; and

WHEREAS, crimes that are motivated by bias or hate towards any person or
persons, in whole or in part, because of the actual or perceived race, color, creed, religion,
ancestry, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, physical or mental disability, or
national origin of any person are an affront to the commonly held values of the citizens of
the City; and

WHEREAS, the State of South Carolina has yet to adopt a statewide Hate Crime
Legislation, and is only one of two states in the United States who have yet to adopt such
protections for its citizens and visitors; and

WHEREAS, the City of Cayce also desires to enact a new section of its Code of
Ordinances in order to protect its residents and visitors and deter crimes motivated by
bias or hate towards any persons or persons, in whole or in part, because of the actual
or perceived race, color, creed, religion, ancestry, sexual orientation, gender, gender
identity, physical or mental disability, or national origin of any person, and provide
separate appropriate penalties in addition to the punishment for the underlying violation
of the ordinances of the City; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the interest of the City and
the public, to enact a new Section 28-27 of the City Code of Ordinances entitled "Hate
Intimidation";

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the City of
Cayce, in Council, duly assembled, that the City of Cayce Code of Ordinances is hereby
amended, in Article Il ("Offenses against the Person") of Chapter 28 ("Offenses and
Miscellaneous Provisions"), to add a new Section 28-27 ("Hate Intimidation") to read as
follows:
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Section 28-27.- Hate intimidation

(a) A person who violates another section of this chapter with the intent to
intimidate another person or persons, in whole or in part, because of the actual or
perceived race, color, creed, religion, ancestry, sexual orientation, gender, gender
identity, physical or mental disability, or national origin of the other person or
persons, including any act of antisemitism, is also guilty of the separate offense of
hate intimidation and shall be punished as provided by subsection (c) of this
section. For purposes of this section, “antisemitism” refers to the definition set
forth by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA).

(b) In addition, no person shall disseminate hate materials on any public property
or on any commercial property or on any residential property without the express
permission of the owner of the residential property within the incorporated area of
the City of Cayce. For purposes of this section, "hate materials" refers to writings
intended to intimidate another person or persons on a basis as described in
subsection (a) of this section.

(c) A person who violates this section shall be punished as provided in Section 1-
6 of the City Code. The sentences for the separate offenses shall run consecutive

to one another unless the court specifies on the record the reason why they should
run concurrently.

This Ordinance shall be effective from the date of second and final reading.

DONE IN MEETING DULY ASSEMBLED, this day of , 2024.

Elise Partin, Mayor

ATTEST:

Mendy C. Corder, Municipal Clerk

First reading:

Second reading and adoption:

Approved as to form:

Danny C. Crowe, City Attorney
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